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Dr. D. Nathan Meehan is 2016 President of the Society of Petroleum (SPE) Engineers. He 

has 40 years of global experience in reservoir engineering, reserve estimation, hydraulic 

fracturing and horizontal well expertise. He serves as Senior Executive Advisor to Baker 

Hughes. Previously he was President of CMG Petroleum Consulting, Vice President of 

Engineering for Occidental Oil & Gas and General Manager E&P Services for Union Pacific 

Resources. Dr. Meehan earned his BSc in Physics from the Georgia Institute of 

Technology, his MSc in Petroleum Engineering from the University of Oklahoma, and his 

PhD  in Petroleum Engineering from Stanford University. He is an SPE Distinguished 

Member and the recipient of SPE’s Lester C. Uren Award for Distinguished Achievement 

in Petroleum Engineering, the Degolyer Distinguished Service Medal and the SPE Public 

Service Award. He serves on the Board of the Georgia Institute of Technology’s Strategic 

Energy Institute. He is a widely published author.  

 

Uncertain future: Certain needs 
 

“The future is uncertain but the end is always near.”   ― Jim Morrison 

I have been an SPE member for more than 40 years and have spent a lot of time thinking about the factors 

that have contributed to oil and gas prices, technology and activity from the early 1970s to today. Almost 

everything can be explained with the benefit of hindsight but very little of it could be predicted with 

specificity. The rise of China, discoveries in ultra deep water, development of horizontal wells, the rise of 

unconventionals, the collapse of the Soviet Union, oil spills, OPEC and AOPEC embargos and on and on. I 

cannot predict the future but I will predict that as we go forward there will be many technological, social, 

environmental, political and other factors intertwined in the oil and gas industry. We cannot predict what 

those will be.  

Electric cars? Unconventionals internationally? Renewable technologies? Climate change pressures? Political 

stability? Growth in demand? LNG? We cannot tell. 

But there are some things we know. We know oil and gas will remain a significant fraction of total energy 

supply. At low prices demand will grow. We will need to address greenhouse gas emissions. Drilling activity 

somewhere will have to increase. We will need more trained professionals in the industry. We will need 

improved technology and SPE members will play a key role. 

While it is impossible to accurately predict the future that won’t stop 2016 SPE President Nathan Meehan 

from trying! 

 “Optimism is a strategy for making a better future. Because unless you believe that the future can be better, 

you are unlikely to step up and take responsibility for making it so.”  ― Noam Chomsky 
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